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This is an update to the review written in May 2003 by selected members of the Council 
of Chief Librarians, Electronic Access to Resources Committee (CCL-EAR). The 2003 
review is substantially accurate, only updates and additional information are noted here. 
Please refer to the full review for more information. 
 
INFORMATION DATABASE 
 
Granger’s World of Poetry now has 190,000 poems in full text, a considerable increase 
over the 40,000 available in 2003. The publisher reports they plan to have over 200,000 
full text poems by the end of the year. The database includes over 500,000 poem citations 
(an increase of 100,000 since 2003), as well as over 1,100 commentaries and 560 brief 
biographies.  
 
USER INTERFACE 
 
The interface has not changed since 2003. Per a conversation with a vendor project 
manager, Columbia University Press plans a major revamping of their search interface 
and indexing engine with many new features, to be released in early 2007.  
 
Granger’s World of Poetry is now also available from EBSCOHost. In EBSCOHost it is 
known as “Columbia Granger’s Poetry Database.”  The content is otherwise the same, 
though the search interface and indexing are different.  EBSCO is the only other licensee 
of the Granger’s content at this time. 
 
As mentioned in the 2003 review, there is still no means within the Columbia University 
Press interface to e-mail database content.  This will be remedied in the new release of 
their software in Spring 2007.  The EBSCOHost interface does support e-mail. 
 
Usage Statistics 
Usage statistics from Columbia University Press are currently available only on a by-
request (manual) basis. When they switch to the new interface this will be an automatic 
process, and the statistics will be COUNTER-compliant. 
 
Section 508 
Columbia University Press reports that the product is currently Section 508 compliant for 
access by the disabled. 
 
Competitive Products 
A competitive product to Granger’s World of Poetry is the database formerly known as 
PoemFinder, now subsumed into Thomson Gale’s LitFinder.  The Poems section of 
LitFinder includes 125,000 full-text  poems and 800,000 poem citations.  This makes 
Granger’s the winner in terms of full-text poems, though not citations. This is a change 
from the 2003 review, when PoemFinder had more full text poems. 
Another competitive product is Proquest’s LION (Literature Online), which includes 
several poetry databases, which have a total of over 300,000 full-text poems. 
 



 
Figure 1 Columbia University Press  Granger's Search Page 

 
 
 
Figure 2 EbscoHost Granger's Search Page 

 
 
 



Figure 3 Columbia University Press Search Results Page 

 
 
Figure 4 EbscoHost Search Results Page 

 



 
Figure 5 Columbia University Press Item Display Page 

 
 
 
Figure 6 EbscoHost Item Display Page 

 


