Paratext

Quick Guide to Reference Universe

A. Search and Browse Functions
The Search and Browse functions provide Keyword; Article Title; Index Term and
Boolean queries, as well as Browsing by Publisher; Title; LCHS; format or ISBN.

B. Instant Display of E-books Only
Limit queries to e-books only. The default search is for all formats, permitting patrons
to see your entire reference collection, regardless of format.

C. Show Non-Local Results
An invaluable utility for collection development applications, weeding or relocation,
this one-click option permits staff to identify titles for consideration.

D. Each Title Linked to Your Local Catalog

This feature unlocks the holdings in your own catalog in a way your OPAC query
cannot, because Reference Universe matches at the index entry level, not just subject
or title level. Your major reference works now see increased usage across formats.

E. Saving Items, E-mailing, Downloading
Saving Selected Items permits you to export or email a large number of citations. You
can export titles in Brief, Full, RefWorks or EndNotes format.

F. Library Identification and Link
Your library’s logo will appear throughout the Reference Universe display. This logo
can be linked to LibGuides, Ask-a-Librarian, or any page at your library site.

G. Rapid Delivery of E-Content
Reference Universe permits researchers to see links at the Article Title or Index-level
entry, and/or access the e-book through use of the library’s OpenURL resolver.

H. Refine Search via Library of Congress Subject Headings

This feature permits restricting queries by LCSH, but also reveals the breadth of
content within Reference Universe beyond the confines of presumed subject queries.
This is vital for extracting the most from your own reference collection

I. Search Options (not visible here)

The display defaults to 20 citations, but options for 30 and 50 items are available
here. Additional search options here include Exact Words, Exact Phrase and Boolean
operators.
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Reference Universe is based upon Paratext’s unique and comprehensive bibliography of Major Reference Works (1980 - present.)
This bibliography includes specialized subject encyclopedias, compendia and other authoritative introductory texts. Contents
include print encyclopedia sets, as well as titles in Gale’s Virtual Reference Library; CREDO Reference; Oxford Reference Online; Black-

well Reference Online; Routledge Reference Resources Online; CQ Researcher; Annual Reviews; ABC-CLIO; Greenwood; and many addi-
tional e-book reference collections.




